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PhDr. Anna Sehnalová, M.Phil.

Anna Sehnalova is currently pursuing her PhD in Oriental Studies at Faculty of Arts, Charles University and Oriental
Institute, University of Oxford.
Coming to Tibet for the first time ten years ago in the search of Chinese Jewish communities as a student of Chinese
culture, she cannot stop returning. Subsequently, she has spent several years in Tibetan areas (India, Nepal, Tibet /
PRC), realizing the impossibility of living without mountains.
In the field of Tibetan Studies Anna focuses on human’s relationship with the natural environment, on the perception and
reflection of landscape and wildlife in Tibetan culture and religion. She deals with traditional Tibetan medicine, botany
and species’ classification, as well as landscape sacralisation and pilgrimage power places. Furthermore, she studies
the Bon religion and convergence of Buddhism with popular cults and traditions. She remains fascinated by nomadic
orality and knowledge of the natural world.
For her PhD Anna is engaged with two projects: the Bonpo healing sman sgrub ritual of Triten Norbutse Monastery
(Kathmandu, 2012); and the history and cult of the sacred mountain of Amnye Machen (a mnyes rma chen), or Machen
Pomra (rma chen spom ra).
Anna’s other interests include Anthropology, Linguistics, Biology and Ecology.
Education
(2015, one semester) Visiting PhD student at Minzu University of China, Beijing (fieldwork in eastern Tibet)
(2014, one semester) Spoken Lhasa Tibetan language course, Tibet University, Lhasa
(2013-) D.Phil. in Oriental Studies, Oriental Faculty and Wolfson College, University of Oxford, UK & Faculty of Arts,
Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
(2011-2013) M.Phil. with Distinction in Tibetan and Himalayan Studies, Oriental Faculty and Wolfson College, University
of Oxford
(2011) PhDr. in Languages and Literatures (a Czech degree obtainable after Mgr.), Faculty of Arts, Charles University
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(2003-2010) Mgr. (MA) with Distinction in Languages and Literatures, Faculty of Arts, Charles University
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